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A BRIEF SKETCH OF A FEW EX- 
TRAORDINARY SURGICAL CASES. 
BY E, R. WILLARD, M.D., WILMINGTON, ILLINOIS, 
Continued from page 588, 1871. 

Case 5.—Oct. 9th, 1868, I was sent for in 
great haste to see Mr. J. R., some eight miles 
distant, who had just been thrown from his 
buggy, and was reported as lying in an insen- 
sible condition, with blood oozing from his 
mouth, nose, and ears. 

Upon a careful survey of the case, after 
reaching the house, I discovered an extensive 
fracture of the left temporal and parietal 
bones, extending forward about two inches 
into the frontal bone, accompanied with per- 
fect coma. Pupils dilated, the left more than 
the right ; and insensible to light, with hemi- 
plegia of the right side ; pulse 40 per minute 
and barely perceptible. I immediately or- 
dered hot applications to the body and ex- 
tremities, consisting of sinapisms, friction, 
and hot blankets. 

As there was but slight depression, and no 
comminution of the bone discoverable near 
the seat of injury, I thought it best to defer 
any operative procedure until something 
more definite could be made out. For this 
purpose Dr. Heise was summoned to meet me 
in consultation. Meantime, so soon as reac- 
tion had become somewhat established, I bled 
the patient about twenty ounces ; which pro- 
duced slight amelioration. of the symptoms, 
so much so as to admit of fluids being swal- 
lowed. Upon the arrival of Dr. Heise, he 
advised a second bleeding, which had the ef- 
fect of increasing the circulation from 40 to 
58 pulsations per minute. Otherwise to keep 
the bowels open, the urine frequently drawn, 
and trust to nature. 

From this the patient remained in about 
the same condition for four weeks, when con- 
sciousness began to return, and in six months 
from the time of injury he had so far regained 
his mental faculties as to be able to attend to 
most of his business, and the hemiplegia had 
entirely passed off. 

Case 6.—Feb. 14th, 1868, Mr. C., a short, 
thick-set, muscular Irishman, walked into my 
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| office upon crutches, and gave me the follow- 


ing history : Two and a half months previous, 
while at work in the “B” coal shaft, a large 
stone from the roof fell upon his back and 
hips, crushing him to the earth. He was im- 
mediately discovered and taken to his board- 
ing house. His friends, thinking that he was 
not seriously injured, neglected to call a phy- 
sician, and up to the present time he had not 
been examined by any one competent to form 
a diagnosis. 

A careful survey of the case revealed a dis- 
location of the head of the left femur upon 
the dorsum of the ilium. I made arrange- 
ments to have him call the next morning, 
when, with the assistance of Drs. Johnson 
and Fox, we would reduce the luxation. Af- 
ter leaving my office, his friends advised him 
to go to Chicago. This advice he immedi- 
ately followed. While in Chicago, reduction 
by manipulation was thoroughly tried, after 
which “Jarvis’s Adjuster” was applied, and 
the extension continued until, as the patient 
expressed it, he “thought they would pull his 
leg off,” and all to no purpose. He remained 
in Chicago under treatment some ten or twelve 
days, and then returned home as he went, 
positively assured by those under whose treat- 
ment he had been, that the dislocation could 
not be reduced. From this I lost sight of the 
patient for some three and a half months, 
making six months from the time of accident. 

Meantime I had talked with the late Dr. 
Johnson about the case, and had arranged 
with him to assist in an attempt at reduction, 
provided we could secure the patient’s con- 
sent. One morning, when near the doctor’s 
office, we met the man—with his crutches, as 
usual—and induced him to walk in; when, 
after a careful examination of the limb, and 
much persuasion, we obtained his consent to 
give us a trial. 

Drs. Fox and Campbell were called in con- 
sultation—the man placed upon his back on a 
lounge, and brought fully under the influence 
of chloroform; the leg grasped under the 
knee and flexed upon the abdomen; the knee 
bent to a right angle, whereby the leg below 
the knee was used as a lever, which, being 
inclined outward by a gentle pressure, caused 
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the head of the femur to slide around under 
the acetabulum, and drop into that cavity 
with an audible snap: the whole accomplished 
in a very short space of time. After reduc- 
tion, the patient was placed under the charge 
of Dr. Campbell, who was attending the 
miners at the time. From this the patient 
rapidly regained the use of his leg. 

Case 7.—-On the 19th of August, 1869, du- 
ring the horse fair at this place, A. F., one of 
the riders, fell from his horse, and was struck 
on the head by the hoof of a passing horse. 
He was immediately picked up in an insensi- 
ble condition, with eyes turned up, and spas- 
modic twitching of all the muscles. I saw 
the boy in twenty minutes from the accident, 
in connection with Dr. Lecaron. At this time 
he was struggling in a violent convulsion. 
Sinapisms were freely applied to the back and 
limbs, in connection with warm blankets— 
and cold to the head—all to no purpose, as 
the convulsions continued at intervals of from 
five to ten minutes, and lasted from ten to 
twenty minutes each time. Upon a careful 
examination of the head, we discovered a 
fracture of the left temporal bone, directly 
over the ear, with free oozing of blood from 
both ears. No depression or comminution of 
bone was discovered through the scalp wound 
some three inches in length over the seat of 
fracture. 


After some time spent in fruitless efforts to 
relieve the spasms, we bled the patient freely. 
This only had the effect to slightly lengthen 
the interval between the paroxysms. Pulse 
at this time 50 per minute and almost imper- 
ceptible. Pupils slightly contracted. 

So far, everything tried having failed to 
relieve the urgent symptoms, we administered 
ether until full anesthetic effect was pro- 
duced. This controlled the paroxysms at 
once. Finding the effect so perfect, we,con- 
tinued the inhalation for several days, suffi- 
cient to keep the patient partially under its 
influence, and until all muscular twitchings 
had ceased. Meantime the water was drawn 
as occasion required, and the bowels relieved 
by injections. After six days of more or less 
constant etherization, consciousness began to 
return. From this time the patient rapidly 





improved, and in four weeks he was up and 
so far recovered as to require no further treat- 
ment. 

Case 8.—A. E., a small, muscular man, of 
sanguine temperament, while riding home 
upon the evening of June 80th, 1871, acci- 
dentally fell from the top of a double wagon 
box—about eight feet in height—to the 
ground, striking upon the back of his head 
and neck. He was immediately picked up, 
when it was found that he could not walk, 
and the bystanders supposed that he was in- 
toxicated, as he could converse as well as 
usual. He was conveyed to a neighboring 
house, where I saw him a short time after the 
accident, lying upon a mattress, with eyes 
and face natural; pulse normal. Upon ex- 
tending the examination further, I discovered 
that all the muscles of the limbs and trunk 
were paralyzed; that sensation was also gone 
below the shoulders, and that respiration was 
entirely performed by the diaphragm. He 
complained of severe pain in the region of 
the fifth cervical vertebra, whenever the head 
was moved, or pressure made at that point. 

On the fifth day sensation had slightly re- 
turned in the right forearm; on the following 
day he complained of his right arm being 
“asleep,” and could move the index finger; 
on the seventh day the abdomen became tym- 
panitic, and the right leg had the same prick- 
ing sensation as was felt in the right arm on 
the fifth day; on the fifteenth day he could 
move the toes of the right foot, and all the 
fingers of the right hand. Twenty days from 
the accident he was able to micturate without 
assistance. In three months he could move 
his right arm and leg quite well, and the left 
leg sufficient to take one or two steps by sup- 
porting himself. The tympanites had become 
entirely relieved, and the bowels moved reg- 
ular every day without injections. 

Treatment consisted in cupping the spine 
every second Or third day, for the first week 
or two, followed with electricity and strych- 
nia aftera few weeks. Meantime the bowels 
were relieved by injections, and the water 
drawn whenever (during the early part of the 
treatment) it was found necessary. 

Remarks.—The question naturally arose in 
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skull was fractured or not. The prevailing 
opinion seemed to be that it was, on account 
of the hemorrhage from the ears, nose, and 
mouth, together with the other grave symp- 
toms, although the very common symptom 
of bleeding from the ears is well known not 
to be a constant one in these cases. Another 
very important question presented itself in 
the above named cases, as to whether they 
would be benefited by trephining. When the 
extent of injury, and alarming symptoms, are 
taken into consideration, one would be tempt- 
ed to operate, although no depression of 


hone could be discovered, could it be ascer- 
tained for a certainty that there was no frac- 
ture of the base of the skull, notwithstand- 
ing fractures in that region have been proven 
not to be so unavoidably and uniformly fatal 
as was formerly supposed to be the case. 


==——o> 


BITTEN BY A RAT—ANOTHER CASE. 
BY M. REECE, M. D., ABINGDON, ILL. 





When reading Dr. Earle’s case, reported in 
the first number of the Examiner for this 
year, I was reminded of several cases .of a 
similar character I have had under my care, 
and especially of the following one, of which 
I kept the notes at the time, and which I 
simply transcribe. It will be observed that 
there is a considerable degree of resemblance 
in the general features of the two cases. 

June 11, 1866.—Consulted by Mr. 8. W., 38 
years of age, by occupation a farmer, for a 
painful condition of the little finger of the 
right hand. Two weeks ago he received a 
bite from a rat he had caught by the back of 
the neck. The bite was through the skin, just 
behind the second joint. The wound healed, 
and nothing more was thought of it until four 
days ago, when it became hot, red, swollen 
and painful. It now presents the appearance 
of erysipelatous inflammation. The back of 
the hand is puffed and inflamed. Within a 
day or two he has been chilly, with headache, 
aching of the bones and back; pulse 115; 
tongue coated; skin dry and hot; eyes red and 
injected; is in great pain, which commences 
at the sore on the finger, and extends up- 
wards to the axilla; says he thinks his mind is 
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becoming affected by the agony he is in, and 
cannot remember certain things he is told to 
do. 

Is to take a cathartic at bedtime, and ano- 
dynes frequently enough to relieve pain. Tr. 
Iodine to be applied to the back of the hand 
and finger every four hours, and a poultice of 
Indian meal to envelope the whole hand. Also 
to take tincture of iron and quinine every four 
hours. (Quin. sul. 3 iss., tr. ferri chl. f 3 i. 
M. Dose 15 drops.) 

12th. Bowels moved last night; has suffered 
great pain; the affected parts are swollen to a 
greater extent than yesterday. To take ano- 
dynes more freely, and continue treatment. 

13th. Still suffering intense pain; pulse 130; 
finger and hand continue to swell; to-day 
made an incision into the little finger; a 
drachm of yellow serum escaped; the incision 
gave no pain whatever. To continue treat- 
ment. 

14th. Was sent for in great haste; patient 
suffering intensely; great difficulty in swal- 
lowing; soreness about the muscles of the 
lower jaw; pain along the back and in the 
muscles of the thighs; is very apprehensive of 
some impending danger; has an undefined 
fear of something he cannot describe; there 
are many symptoms of tetanus. Applied 
cloths, moistened with chloroform, to the 
spine, a blister to the nape of the neck, and 
gave morphine freely. 

15th. Found the patient much better. A 
mass of dead tissue around the bite, extending 
in depth to the bone, has almost sloughed 
away; removed it with dressing forceps and 
scissors, leaving healthy, granulating edges; 
the swelling of the hand is beginning to de- 
crease; for the past twenty-four hours has been 
bathed in a profuse and drenching perspira- 
tion. 

18th. Again sent for to see the patient. 
Found him in a condition similar to what he 
was on the 14th; employed the same means as 
on the former occasion; the sore on the finger 
improving. 

19th. Better than yesterday, but still bath- 
ed in profuse and exhausting perspiration; 
complains to-day of pain in the axilla; some 





red points appear over the course of the veins 
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of the fore-arm, over which tincture of iodine 
is to be applied; to take anodynes when found 
necessary. 





22d. Still has pain extended upwards along 
the fore-arm and arm; the glands in the axilla 
considerably swollen and tender; tincture of 
iodine to be applied freely from the hand to 
the shoulder, to the swollen glands, and all 
enveloped in a poultice; feels very weak; ex- 
hausting perspiration continues. In addition 
to quinine and iron is to have wine freely. 


30th. An abscess has formed in the right 
axilla, which I opened to-day. It discharged 
two ounces of pus; complains of great pain 
in the chest; it hurts him to take a deep in- 
spiration; has no desire for food whatever; 
the place where the bite was made is nearly 
healed. 


It was not until about the middle of July, 
or more than a month after his attack, that 
he was able to walk around, and then he was 
in a very weak and nervous condition, and 
was very easily exhausted. The sore on the 
finger healed entirely within two weeks from 
the time he was taken sick. A great many 
small pustules appeared along the arm for a 
few days, and then gradually disappeared. 

A prominent symptom, after the subsidence 
of the more severe constitutional symptoms, 
was a pain in the chest, beneath each breast; 
it was believed to be chiefly muscular; this 
pain was greatly increased upon the slightest 
exertion; there was always great lassitude in 
mind and body. He was advised to ride 
about and take as much fresh air as possible. 
Being a man of great energy he attempted to 
to follow the advice, but at first had to lie 
upon a bed in a wagon, so great was the pros- 
tration. By degrees, however, he gradually 
but slowly gained strength so that he could 
ride in a buggy, and then on horseback. 

Six months afterwards (from the date of his 
attack) the condition of Mr. W. was as fol- 
lows: The effects of the bite were still visible 
in the impaired use of his right hand, and still 
further in his inability to resume the active 
duties of his occupation; he was unable to 
walk rapidly without becoming breathless, 








and his strength so much impaired that he 
could only lift the lightest weights. 

In addition to the above case I will, as 
briefly as possible, report three others: 

B., a young woman, in trying to drive a 
pig out of her yard, caught it by the ear, 
when the animal, becoming infuriated, got her 
hand in its mouth, slightly crushing two of 
the fingers of the right hand. The fingers 
were not seriously hurt, but in the course of 
a week they became badly inflamed. The in- 
flammation extended up the hand and wrist, 
and was accompanied by severe constitutional 
disturbance, extending over a period of two 
weeks. 

Mrs. C., in attempting to put a pet squirrel 
into its cage, was bitten by the enraged ani- 
mal on the back of the right index finger. 
Within twenty-four hours there was intense 
pain in the whole hand and fore-arm, with 
chills and fever. The hand swelled to a fear- 
ful extent; abscesses formed in different parts 
of it, and the tissues of the bitten finger 
sloughed entirely. Portions of the flesh on 
the back of the hand also sloughed out, ex- 
posing the tendons of the muscles in that re- 
gion. Her recovery was long and tedious, 
and she never perfectly recovered the use of 
her hand. ‘Two fingers became entirely stiff 
and useless, and two years ago, upon receiv- 
ing an injury to the finger that was bitten, she 
had it amputated, as it was auseless and even 
annoying appendage. 

Mrs. G. left her infant of ten months asleep 
in the cradle. Hearing it erying she returned 
to the room, and as she entered the door saw 
a rat jump from the cradle near the child’s 
head. Thinking the child had only been 
frightened by the rat, she had no thought of 
its having been bitten by it. In the course of 
a few days, however, the child became ex- 
ceedingly sick. It was feverish, and at a point 
near the left shoulder there was an erysipela- 
tous blush which extended upwards along the 
side of the neck. Moreover, near the center 
of this spot could be seen two little abrasions, 
each filled with a drop of yellow serum. 

The inflammation extended over the whole 
body of the child; first to the neck, face and 





and causing violent palpitation of the heart, 


head, then downwards to the chest, abdo- 
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men and inferior extremities. It became 
badly swollen, and in many parts blisters ap- 
peared on the skin. The fluid from the blisters 
was of a yellowish color, and left a stain upon 
the clothes it was impossible to wash out. 
The child, contrary to the expectation of 
every one who saw it, after remaining in the 
condition above described for five days, made 
an excellent and rapid recovery. 
ee 
FEMALE PHYSICIANS AND FEMALE 
RIGHTS. 
BY J. 0. HERRIOTT, A.M., M.D., VALPARAISO, IND. 


On reading the reported discussion of the 
female physician question, by the American 
Medical Association, assembled in San Fran- 
cisco, California, May 2d, 1871, we are 
prompted to express our humble views on this 
so-called “vexatious question.” ~ 

That spirit of disobedience which ruled in 
the breasts of our first parents, and for which 
hoth were cursed, is still rife, and manifests 
itself in ways innumerable. But now, as in 
the beginning, woman takes the lead in vio- 
lating the Divine commands, and breaking 
those seals which were written and stamped 
upon her by the hand of the Creator. Any 
attempt she may make to avoid that curse 
pronounced upon her as a penalty for dis- 
obedience, by transgressing those laws writ- 
ten upon her organization, as precepts for her 
guidance in conduct and duty, will assuredly 
bring upon her additional trouble and sorrow. 

There are points in the organization of the 
sexes so nearly alike as to indicate that many 
actions and duties of life may be performed 
by either one or the other. Such are the or- 
gans of prehension and locomotion; but there 
are points in the organization of woman 
which limit her sphere of conduct and action. 
If no duties separate from those which belong 
‘oman had been intended for woman, then 
she would have taken the full form and or- 
ganization of man: the type of the one would 
have been the exact type of the other. But 
they are different mentally, morally, and phy- 
sically; and therefore a different class of du- 
ties is predicated for them. 

This diversity of adaptation of means to 
au end pervades every department of nature, 





although our finite minds are not in all cases 
permitted to perceive it; but in the case of 
woman the record is so plain “that he that 
runneth may read.” And this principle of 
nature is recognized and acted upon every- 
where by the artigan and mechanic. He who 
builds a house chooses from the different 
kingdoms of nature that which best suits his 
purpose. He knows that wood will not serve 
the use of stone, nor stone of lead, nor lead 
of iron or steel; but that each have a sphere 
of usefulness according to their physical prop- 
erties; and, if adjusted in the fabric accord- 
ingly, they suit the purpose for which they 
were chosen. But if improperly placed, the 
fabric would be comparatively useless. And 
the same principle is manifest and recognized 
in the case of man and woman. The one 
cannot take the place of the other in the so- 
cial fabric, without defeating the great object 
and end for which they were created and de- 
signed. As well might we expect the sun 
and the moon, having departed from their 
apparent circuit in the heavens, to produce 
the regular routine of “ day and night, win- 
ter and summer, seed time and harvest,” as 
to expect man and woman, having departed 
from their appropriate spheres in the social 
system, violating the laws of adaptation and 
the precepts of nature, to produce order and 
harmony in the social relations of life. 

As respects woman’s equality, which she 
complains is not recognized, every sensible 
man will grant her full equality with himself. 
And why should he not? She is a segment. 
of the social circle, without which it cannot 
be complete. If this circle cannot be com- 
plete without both of these, how can we esti- 
mate a superiority of one above that of the 
other? The idea of superiority is absurd. 

Let us turn our attention, then, to the more 
practical part of this subject, and see how 
this new order of things, which these women 
would inaugurate, will conform to natural 
law. By mutual consent, let the present or- 
der of things be reversed. Let the females 
turn into the offices—medical and legal, to 
the workshops, and to the fields, and let the 
males turn into the kitchens, the laundries, 
parlors, etc., there to manage all the af- 
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fairs of the household, including the care of 
new-born infants. 

But perhaps she may say she does not intend 
to have any of these latter incumbrances. 
What then? Has she conceived some new 
method by which the race is to be perpetu- 
ated and preserved, in which she will take no 
part or lot? a plan of which neither philoso- 
phers, physiologists, nor even the Creator 
himself has dreamed? Let woman reflect 
that she, and she only, was created and ex- 
pressly adapted to meet this emergency; and 
meet it she must, or suffer the penalty of vio- 
lated natural law. Any effort on her part 
to evade it will be a vain effort to revolution- 
ize the government of nature, and defeat the 
design for which she was created. There are 
times and seasons in the life of woman, when 
the activity of her peculiar functions will in- 
capacitate her from attending to professional 
duties, especially if she has a proper regard 
for her health. What is to become of these 
duties in the meantime? Can she arrange 
with her patients to call only when it may 
suit her health and convenience? This is ob- 
viously impracticable as regards the practice 
of medicine. Or does she propose to abro- 
gate those functions which may interfere with 
the even tenor of her way? This would be 
an attempt to alter the designs of the Crea- 
tor concerning her, and asad reflection on 
His wisdom and goodness in making her a 
woman. 

Why she should desire to forsake her own 
sphere, and seek pursuits incompatible with 
her nature and organization, is very strange 
indeed, and looks very like fault-finding and 
ingratitude towards her Maker. It can only 
be accounted for by the false estimate she 
makes of her own dignity and importance in 
society. She must either undervalue her own 
qualifications, as being inadequate to fill the 
place designed for her, or that it is inadequate 
for the exercise of all the gifts bestowed on 
her. 

It is often asked, What if woman’s sphere? 
In answer to this, we reply, that to specify 
every act which woman may do or not do, 
would be an almost endless task. Her organs 


tude for her conduct, but there are peculiar- 
ities in her organization which limit her ac- 
tions and duty to the domestic circle. This 
is the star by which she is to be guided in 
the proper direction of duty and conduct. 
Her mission as wife and mother are specific: 
the perfectly helpless and dependent condi- 
tion of the period of infancy is alone suffi- 
cient to limit her conduct and duty to this 
circle. She is its “guardian angel,” and to 
engage in any pursuit which might interfere 
with the duties she owes to it, will be detri- 
mental to her own best interests, the interests 
of her household, and that of society. And 
this circle is amply spacious for the exercise 
of all those gifts and graces which the Crea- 
tor has bestowed upon her. The modeling 
and giving tone to society, which has its ori- 
gin in this circle, give ample scope to signal- 
ize herself and give her notoriety. Many, 
very many, great men in this and other coun- 
tries, have attributed their greatness and 
success to the early training of their mothers. 
This alone without a thousand other consid- 
erations, ought to be sufficient to assure her 
of the honor and dignity of her station, and 
to reconcile her to it. 

Is the practice of medicine, and some other 
pursuits, to which many women of the pres- 
ent day are aspiring, compatible with the dic- 
tates of nature, and calerlated to elevate her 
in the scale of importance, and make her 
more honored, loved and respected? No. 
The hopes she entertains on this subject are 
false hopes, based on false premises. Water 
will not run up hill. Would an urgent sum- 
mons at the hour of midnight, in a rain or 
snow storm, to attend the sick, be compatible 
with her own health and safety during the 
activity of the function of menstruation? 
Would a summons, while she herself is in a 
state of gestation, to attend a sister at partu- 
rition, be compatible with the safety of her 
own life and health, and the normal develop- 
ment of her fetus? Is the period of lacta- 
tion, a period specially dedicated by nature 
for the exercise of natural affection, a proper 
time for her to attend to the professional 
wants of others, and thus repudiate and 
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crush that sacred principle, by neglecting the 














THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 55 








wants of her own household, and the fruit of 
her womb? Common sense will answer to 
all these questions, emphatically, No! Would 
the life of a soldier, a sailor, a midshipman, 
a surgeon or a general, and many other pur- 
suits which we could point out, and which re- 
quire much bodily as well as mental vigor, be 
appropriate pursuits for her beautiful and 
delicate organization ? And above all, would 
they be compatible with that modesty which 
is the crowning glory of her sex? We leave 
the answer to the instinctive feelings of every 
sensible man and woman. 


If woman has a right to engage in any 
pursuit for which she is not by nature adapt- 
ed, she has a right to all the pursuits which 
belong toman. But the moment she assumes 
this responsibility, she will perceive a gradual 
alienation of the heart and affections of man 
from her; and she will perceive, also, that she 
is regarded more as a convenience than an 
ornament or accomplishment of society. Soon 
man will neglect or refuse to pay those trib- 
utes of regard, courtesy, kindness, and pro- 
tection, and he will plausibly and effectually 
excuse himself by saying that, as she has as- 
sumed the responsibility of being her own 
man, she has forfeited all claims upon his 
gallantry. Thus that delicacy and refinement 
of feeling which has always existed between 
the sexes in a highly cultivated state of soci- 
ety, and gives zest and charm to it, will grad- 
ually become obliterated. 

Woman’s lot in this life is a hard lot; but 
not more rugged and arduous than that of 
her brother, eating bread “in the sweat of 
his face,” and waging war with the thorns 
and the thistles that grow up in the pathway 
of life, while the multiplying of “sorrow 
and conception, and bringing forth children 
in sorrow,” are “the portion of her cup.” 
These are the conditions of their lives, and 
each are equipped and adapted by nature to 
meet these conditions, but neither can lay 
down their armor, or exchange it for any 
other, and meet the struggle of life success- 
fully. 

There is no nation on the face of the earth 
where woman is more loved, honored, and 
protected, by law and common usage, than 





in our own country; and if woman is dissat- 
isfied with this tender regard manifested for 
her, and is determined to urge this departure, 
and forfeit this protection, courtesy and kind- 
ness, she will interfere very much with her 
own happiness and comfort, and tarnish her 
dignity and honor. It will beget a coarse 
community of sentiment and conduct between 
the sexes repugnant to the feelings of every 
virtuous and refined mind. 

In those countries where woman is forced 
from the sphere which the Creator designed 
for her, and made an abject slave, and man 
is “lording it over God’s heritage,” as among 
the North American Indians, and in India, 
there is nothing but degradation and misery 
of both sexes. 

It is very gratifying to be able to say that 
it is not the best part of female society who 
sanction this departure, but only those who 
are ambitious of notoriety, but have not tal- 
ents to signalize themselves in their own ap- 
propriate spheres. The most dignified part 
of female society reject with scorn and con- 
tempt the whole thing. And it gives us equal 
pleasure to be able to say that we have never 
known an instance where man has tried to 
signalize himself by acting the part of woman. 

What we have said on this subject we con- 
sider sufficient to demonstrate that the dic- 
tates of nature, as exhibited in the organiza- 
tion of woman, is antagonistic to her prac- 
tising medicine, and many other pursuits to 
which she aspires. 

How, then, shall we treat these would-be 
female physicians? Shall we recognize them 
as co-laborers in the practice of medicine ? 
We answer, emphatically, No! We cannot 
encourage them in any course which would 
do incalculable injury to themselves and to 
society at large. 


Our mother Eve was made for man, 
Though not to be his slave; 

But helper and his solace be, 
While traveling to the grave. 


This view of the subject will, no doubt, be 
considered by some as ultra, and applicable 
only to the body. physical, and not to the 
body social. We answer to this that the 
body physical and social are almost exact 
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types of each other, and that the body social 
is as sensitive to abnormal departures from 
propriety and rectitude as the body physical 
is to departures from the standard of health. 
At first the cause of the departure from the 
standard of health may be so slight as scarcely 
to be seen or felt; yet, by sympathy of the 
other organs of the body, a tumult and tur- 
moil may be raised sufficient not only to 
threaten, but destroy, life. And so it is with 
the body social: an error or evil may be in- 
troduced into society, at first apparently so 
slight and trivial as not to be seen, or its evil 
effects appreciated; yet, by its presence and 
affinity for other errors and evils, may raise a 
tumult and confusion sufficient not only to 
threaten but destroy the good order and har- 
mony of the body social. 


That females have a capacity to compre- | 


hend the science, and skill to practice the art 
of medicine, we have no doubt. But this has 
nothing to do with the question. The ques- 
tion at issue is, should a woman forsake her 
womanhood, and engage in pursuits which 
would interfere with the duties she owes to 
the domestic circle, and thus produce confu- 
sion in the social system ? 

Man has as much right to invade woman’s 
territory as she has his; but the truth is no 
right exists on either side. For he is no bet- 
ter qualified to fill her place than she is to fill 
his, and according to the designs of nature 
the good order and harmony of society re- 
quire each to do their own appropriate 
work. 

The idea of females practising medicine 
being in accordance with the laws of her or- 
ganization, and compatible with the duties 
she owes to her household and society, and 
calculated to promote her true interests and 
happiness, is a false idea, a false conception, 
and would have properly disposed of itself 
ere this time if left to its own tendencies. 
But since its inception, false modesty, false 
courtesy, and false philanthropy, on the part 
of medical men, have been the pabulum of its 
life and growth. Without these it never 
could have attained its present magnitude, 
which now calls for medical legislation. 

Many medical men, without examining its 


true merits and incompatibility with the pre- 
cepts of nature, have taken their position “ on 
the rail,” where they can easily change atti- 
tude without changing base; sometimes with 
both legs on one side “the rail,” and some- 
times on the other, as may best suit the com- 
plexion of popular sentiment. But when a 
doubt arises which side may prevail or be 
victorious, we find a leg on each side “the 
rail.” This was the ridiculous position of 
some professed patriots during the time of the 
southern rebellion. In the latter case the re- 
bellion was against the constitution and laws 
of the nation; in the former against the 
constitution of woman and the laws of na- 
ture. 

Man’s mind is weak at best estate, 
But some there are who would be great; 
| But then, alas! we see how frail 
They look when ‘sitting on the rail.” 





It is surprising to contemplate the different 
views which different men entertain on this 
subject. Some medical men in good stand- 
ing in the profession,and some in high places, 
regard it as a normal movement, calculated 
to elevate woman in the scale of importance. 
This view necessarily implies that she is de- 
graded and down-trodden. If this were 
really true, the appeal to elevate her would 
be just and proper; but to elevate her to po- 
sitions for which she is not adapted and or- 
dained by nature, reminds us very much of a 
method they have in these days, of elevating 
culprits above a crowd of spectators, with a 
rope round their necks—elevating them to 
death or ruin. Others view it asa danger- 
ous kind of complaint which has crept into 
the body social, uncertain as to crisis, but 
threatening the life and health of the profes- 
sion; and are therefore treating it with “ pla- 
cebos,” the composition of which is largely 
“neutral mixture.” Others, again, we are 
pleased to gay, are treating it on its true 
merits, by saying to woman, “I can’t do your 
work, and you can’t do mine.” 

What we have said on this subject, we be- 
lieve to be in strict accordance with the men- 
tal, moral, and physical teachings of the or- 
ganization of woman, and in consonance with 
the best interests of society. 
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EDITORIAL. 


DIAGNOSIS OF SYPHILIS BY THE MI- 
CROSCOPIC EXAMINATION OF THE 
BLOOD. 


The Boston Med. and Surg. Journal, tor 
Feb. 8th, 1872, contains the following letter 
from James R. Chadwick, M. D.: 

Vienna, January 12, 1872. 

Messrs. Eprrors:—I have just returned 
from a meeting of the “Gesellschaft der 
Aerzte,” at which was announced a discovery 
of the most stupendous importance. I am 
eager to be the first to herald to the New World 
through your pages, the greatest success—I 
may venture to say—as yet achieved by the 
microscope, to-wit, the certain diagnosis of 
syphilis. I will give briefly, from memory, 
the course of procedure which led to this grand 
result, having first recorded the name of the 
propounder of the new theory as Dr. Lostor- 
fer. Wishing to make a series of examina- 
tions of blood from syphilitic patients, Dr. L. 
applied to Prof. Zeissl, in August last, who at 
once placed his wards at the service of the in- 
vestigator. The manner of conducting the 
researches consisted in taking a drop of blood, 
placing it immediately between a slide and 
covering glass, then setting the specimen 
under cover. A large number of slides were 
thus prepared, and daily examined microscop- 
ically with a No, 10 immersion lens, Hartnack. 
The first two days nothing abnormal present- 
ed itself; but, on the third, minute shining 
bodies were discerned, which grew from day 
to day, until they attained the size of red 
blood-corpuscles. The shape was, in most in- 
stances, round, but modifications of that form 
were here and there noticed; they were all, 
however, provided with tapering processes or 
“sprouts.” The number of these corpuscles 
to be seen at one time within the field of the 
microscope was variable, amounting in only 
one specimen to fifty. A month later these 
objects were still visible. A solution of sugar, 
as well as several other solutions, caused them 
to shrivel up, become, as it were, folded upon 
themselves, lose their shining aspect, and 











-| their development, inasmuch as a temperature 


below 10° Reaumur (54° Fahr.) put a stop to 
all growth. 

0 prove the connection between these 
bodies and syphilis, very many experiments 
were made with healthy and diseased blood, 
and the diagnosis confirmed beyond the pos- 
sibility of doubt. 

Blood was then daily examined while the 
patients were undergoing treatment with 
mercury (einreibungen), and, after a certain 
time (in one case twenty-five days), during 
which the number of corpuscles was steadily 
decreasing, they had wholly vanished from the 
field. After these experiments, Dr. Lostorfer 
submitted himself to Prof. Stricker, and later 
to Prof. Hebra, to have his power of diagnos- 
ticating syphilis, by the microscopic appear- 
ances of the blood, put to the test. On vari- 
ous occasions he received from them number- 
ed slides with blood of syphilitic and non- 
syphilitic individuals. To their astonishment, 
he unerringly selected from the preparations 
those where the blood was tainted with syphi- 
lis, with the exception that on certain slides 
the blood was pronounced to be in a condition 
allowing of no conclusion being arrived at. 

The discoverer gives the name of syphilitic 
corpuscles to these bodies, which, he said, 
must originate in one of two ways—either 
from germs always present in the blood, but 
peal re to growth by the syphilitic virus 
alone, or from such introduced bodily into the 
blood at the time of infection. 

In conclusion, he read the records of a nuin- 
ber of cases with his microscopic observations 
of the blood from day to day. As Dr. Los- 
torfer ceased speaking, a burst of genuine en- 
thusiasm escaped from the assembled physi- 
cians, while Prof. Skoda rose to greet the hero 
of the evening, as the proclaimer of what was 
destined to prove one of the most important 
discoveries of the age. He regretted that it 
was not customary in Austria to give medals 
or other rewards of merit in such cases, stat- 
ing that, had this statement been made in 
Paris, he would have been crowned, as he de- 
served. 

Prof. Stricker detailed the precautions taken 
to avoid error or deception in each of the trials 
to which Dr. L. was subjected. The latter’s 
selection of diseased blood was always correct, 
and decided, except in the few ruined speci- 
mens. To ensure the purity of the healthy 
blood, he had taken his own and that of his 
servant. After a while, Dr. L. distinguished 
between these two, inasmuch as the professor’s 
was thicker and “ dirtier.” 

Prof. Hebra confirmed all that had gone 
before, and said he had been so much strack 
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with the discovery, that Prof. Stricker’s blood 
“contained more filth (schweinerei) than that 
of any other living man,” that he had institut- 
ed researches for similar peculiarities among 
his patients, but, thus far, without result. No 
words are needed to show the immense field 
for research, thus suddenly thrown open to 
investigators, nor can the practical results, 
likely to proceed from this study, be overesti- 
mated. Microscopes all over the world will 
now be turned toward these new constella- 
tions, and their every freak recorded. 

Theories of unity and duality will soon 
cease to vex the earnest student and practi- 
tioner, and half the skill and learning of der- 
matologists is made of no value by this simple 
and certainindication of the presence of the 
syphilitic virus. The testimony of two such 
renowned and incredulous men as Professors 
Stricker and Hebra is a convincing proof that 
these corpuscles are not bubbles to be pricked 
by the next impertinent microscopist. I trust 
I have not omitted nor misstated any of the 
points of Dr. Lostorfer’s paper, but if so, will 
send you in expiation of my offence a copy of 
his article as soon as printed. 

Some several years ago a certain Prof. J. 
H. Saulsbury, of Cleveland, Ohio, announced 
a wonderful discovery. In making some mi- 
croscopic examinations of syphilitic blood he 
had found a characteristic living organism, 
by the presence or absence of which he was 
able to distinguish, with certainty, the tainted 
from the healthy blood. In a number of tests 
applied similar to those described in the above 
letter, he did seem to make the distinction 
with ease. He described the objects as round 
or ovoid bodies with projecting sprouts, ete., 
very similar to the above. The announce- 
ment attracted considerable attention in this 
country, at least, and a number of our leading 
microscopists undertook observations with a 
view of confirming the discovery. Among 
others, Prof. Freeman J. Bumstead, of New 
York, had a number of observations made 
under his direction. Much to the delight of 
the observers, the wonderful organisms were 
found to make their appearance in abundance 
in the blood as soon as it had stood for the 
requisite time, two or three days; but strange 
to relate, when the same observations were 
extended to the interns nurses, assistants, 
etc., about the hospital the same objects were 
found to be equally abundant in their blood. 








Of course, this proved nothing more than the 
general bad character of hospital employees! 
Prof. Bumstead, however, we believe was per- 
verse enough to state it as his opinion that 
these organic growths or sprouts had no con- 
nection whatever with syphilis, but were the 
mere products of decomposition—just as 
sure to appear in the healthy as the tainted 
blood. 

We record these facts for the enlighten- 
ment of our German brethren, and also for 
the information of the writer of the above 
letter, who, although an American, seems to 
be equally unaware of the important fact that 
we have microscopes and microscopic observ- 
ers here in this benighted land. 

Dr. Lostorfer may, perhaps, have discover- 
ed something new—we think more likely, 
however, that he has merely rediscovered the 
organisms previously described by Dr. Sauls- 
bury. We shall wait, at any rate, for some 
further confirmation of the discovery before 
giving entire credence to it, and, in the mean- 
time, before heralding his own ignorance, with 
such a grand flourish of trumpets, to the pro- 
fession throughout the country, would not the 
author of the above letter have done better 
had he been sufficiently informed to announce 
to the German Savans the important fact that 
this supposed great discovery had probably 
been already forestalled in his own coun- 
try? 








> +> o- 
Autumnt Merrtine.— The Alumni of the 
Chicago Medical College will hold their An- 
nual Reunion in the College building, corner 
of Prairie ave. and 26th street, on Tuesday, 
March 12th, 1872, at 10 a.m. All Alumni of 
the College are invited to be present. 
+/+ 


Carpoiic Acip iy GonorRHa@A.—Mr. John 
Ashmead states that he has been using, for 
the last five months, carbolic acid in com- 
bination with glycerine and tannin, as an 
injection in cases of gonorrhea, and has 
found it quite as efficacious as Mr. Wood de- 
scribed in a former contribution. The formula 
employed consists of eight grains of carbolic 
acid, eight grains of tannic acid, half an ounce 
of glycerine, and water to one ounce. It ap- 
pears to act as an antiseptic, arrests the dis- 
charge, and shortens the course of the disease. 
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Correspondence. 








— 


THE ALLEGED VACCINAL SYPHILIS 
IN THE 1té6rn [LL. INFANTRY. 


Docror Davis: 

My Dear Sir —\ have heard several times 
during the past few years, that the 16th IIL. 
Infantry, during the war, were infected with 
syphilis from vaccination, and I determined 
to find out definitely about the matter, as 
soon as I could ascertain any proper and reli- 
able authority to apply to. I hand you here- 
with two letters from Dr. Louis Watson, late 
Medical Director of the U.S. forces at Nash- 
ville, Tenn., under whose notice these cases 
were brought, and he certainly seems to know 
whereof he speaks. You can use the corres- 
pondence if you think it of any interest to 
your readers. Respectfully yours, 

Cuas. Gritman Situ, M.D. 

100 16th st., Feb. 10, °72. 

Torrka, Kan., Jan. 18, ’72. 
Cuas. Gitman Situ, M.D.: 

Dear Sir — Your letter of the 6th inst., ad- 

dressed to Quincy, has been forwarded and is 


just received by me. You inform me that 


you “have heard that the 16th Ill. Inf. and 
some other regiments with whom I was con- 
nected during the war, were infected with 
syphilis from vaccination,” and inquire “if 
this is really so?” 

Certainly not. Such a report, whether 
originating from privates, officers, or even 
medical officers, has no foundation in fact. 
While Med. Dir. of Post forces at Nashville, 
in 1863, some of the members of the 2d Reg. 
Middle Tenn. Inf. were vaccinated from a scab 
obtained from the Med. Purveyor there. 
Some of these vaccinations were followed by 
“bad ulcers,” not all of the same character, 
and which were more or less difficult to heal. 
Some were large, with destruction of cellular 
tissue beneath the cutis, but no more syphi- 
litic than hospital grangrene. 

Some of the 16th III. Inf. at Rossville, Ga., 
had ulcers following vaccination. The Reg’t 
was then in charge of the Ass’t Surg., Dr. 
Truat, a young man; not a graduate in medi- 
¢ine, still, a very worthy, careful, and judi- 





cious physician, and who, withal, had an 
earnest desire to improve himself in his pro- 
fession. He was much perplexed in the treat- 
ment of the cases, and much annoyed by the 
declaration of certain medical officers of the 
Brigade, that ‘ pox” had been communicated 
by vaccination. In consequence he corre- 
sponded with me, receiving my opinion and 
advice. He kept notes of cases and reported 
them to me. 

Many of the Med. officers among the Vol- 
unteers were deficient, not only in education, 
but in experience. Some knew very little of 
the progress of a proper vaccine pustule. 
Many knew /ess about syphilis, whether pri- 
mary, secondary, or tertiary, and their opin- 
ions, even if honestly given, were of no value. 
There were others whose education and char- 
acter, or standing, ought to give weight to 
their opinions, who pronounced these ulcers 
syphilitic. But for the most part they were 
off-hand opinions, given without due exami- 
nation and attention to the progress and ¢er- 
mination. 1 am firm in the belief that there 
was no syphilis in any of these cases; though 
my opinion, to begin with, was that syphilis 
was not communicable by vaccination (indeed 
not by inoculation,except from primary ulcer). 
Ido not deny that a vitiated ulcer may be 
produced, but that such ulcer is SYPHILIS; 
syphilis being a specific disease and having 
laws directing its progress, etc. Still I think 
I was competent to form, from my observa- 
tions, a reasonably correct opinion. 

My reply is unnecessarily long. It might 
be much longer by my going into statement 
of cases. But you have my answer. You 
can use anything herein in any manner you 
see fit; but as this letter is hastily written you 
should treat it accordingly. 

Very respectfully, 
Lovis Watson, M.D. 

P. S.— If you can conveniently obtain some 
genuine vaccine virus to send me I would be 
much obliged for the same. <A recent crust 
will answer my purpose. I am disposed to 
object to revaccinations, mainly for the rea- 
son that the profession in general do not make 
distinction in selecting and distributing virus 
—using lymph or crust obtained from pus- 
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tules arising from re-vaccinations — and from 
this cause I believe it happens that vaccina- 
tion is not so protective as formerly. One 
good take of the true Jennerian virus being 
sufficient for a lifetime as far as respects all 
practical purposes. Nearly, if not quite, all 
of the bad cases occurring in the 16th LIl. 
Keg’t were revaccinations ! ! L. W. 


Dr. Louis Watson, Topeka, Kan.: 

My Dear Doctor —1\ do not agree with you 
that syphilis can never be conveyed by vacci- 
nation, though I am well aware that it is not 
so conveyed in one out of ten thousand of the 
cases so reported among people generally. It 
happens, I think, occasionally, when in vac- 
cinating with the scab, taken from a syphilit- 
ic subject, some of the pus or dried blood on 
the scab is inserted with the true vaccine 
matter. I have never seen anything of the 
kind myself, but I think there is good author- 
ity for such a statement. If I had not lost 
my entire library by the fire, I could give you 
a good many references to such authority. I 
recall only one now. In the article on Vac- 
cinia, in “ Lawrence Smith on Children,” you 
will tind as eminent and trustworthy an ob- 
server as Dr. Alonzo Clark, of New York, 
quoted as having seen such cases. 

With regard to the communication of syph- 
ilis from anything but the primary ulcer, 
which you allude to casually, I think all the 
authorities agree that it can be communicated 
from secondary manifestations, more especial- 
ly from mucous patches, which, from their 
profuse secretion, seem to be one of the most 
common sources of infection. 

But this is not what I wished to speak 
about particularly. I only wished to ask if 
you had any opportunity to watch these army 
cases afterwards, more especially aftey two 
months subsequent to the vaccination? Did 
any of these subjects who had the ulcers, 
have general eruption on the skin, sore throat, 
coming out of the hair, iritis, or any of the 
well-known manifestations of syphilitic infec- 
tion, coming on two or three months after 
they were vaccinated? If you could give 





something of the subsequent history of the 
patients, I should be very glad to have it. 
Yours respectfully, 
Cuar.zs G, Suiru, M.D. 
100 16th st. 


Topeka, K’s, Feb. 5th, ’72. 
C. Gitman Sauru, M.D.: 

Dear Sir —\ have delayed replying to your 
letter of Jan. 24th without an adequate ex- 
cuse. In reply to your questions in regard to 
the appearance of secondary or tertiary syph- 
ilis subsequent to the vaccinations alluded to, 
I would state that I cannot report as to the 
Tenn. Reg’t, but as to the 16th IIL, from my 
own observations for the period of one year, 
(and of some of the subjects up to last April,) 
and upon the authority of Dr. Truat, the 
Ass’t Surg., who had charge of the Reg’t up 
to Noy., 1864, | am positive that no such 
symptoms occurred, which could with any 
sort of propriety be attributed to those vac- 
cinations. We had very little true syphilis in 
our portion of the army, gonorrhea and 
chancroids being the principal venereal disea- 
ses. The question whether syphilis could be 
communicated or transmitted by vaccination 
was discussed in the Adams Co. Med. Society 
about eighteen months ago, at which time 
Dr. H. W. Kendall of Quincy was to have 
taken the affirmative, he claiming that he had 
seen it in the army. He was surgeon of the 
50th Ll. But, as he did not appear at the 
discussion, appointed for two meetings at his 
request, I do not know what the character of 
the evidence he intended to submit might 
have been. 

From the various sources whence the vac- 
cine material was obtained, and the fact. that 
true vaccinia as well as these bad ulcers, sup- 
purations, ete., would follow its insertion, | 
infer that the bad results were the consequence 
of a cachexia existing in the subjects. What 
the cachexia “may have been I don’t know, 
but I suspect scurvy. There were some half 
dozen unequivocal cases in the 16th at that 
time, and Dr. Truat told me that full half of 
those up at “morning call” had swollen and 
tender gums. If we had reports of similar 
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long voyage, I might be confirmed in this 
opinion. As all the cases in the 16th were 
revaccinations, | do not know but this cir- 
cumstance might have something to do with 
it. On the subject of the transmission of 
disease by vaccination, there was a prolonged 
discussion in the Imperial Academy of Med. 
of Paris during the fall of 1870, the result of 
which is alluded to in the “ N, Y. Med. Jour- 
nal” of Jan., 1871, quoting from “ Le Union 
Medicale” of Sept. 9th, ’70. The decision 
was in the negative. 

I thank you for the reliable vaccine virus 
you sent me. Very respectfully yours, 

L. Watson, M.D. 





Society Reports. 


MINNESOTA STATE MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Minneso- 
ta State Medical Society was held in St. Paul 
commencing Monday, Feb. 6th, 1872. About 
sixty members were in attendance, and the 
reports and papers read were of an unusually 
interesting and important character. 

Dr. C. Hill, from the Committee on Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence, made a report in which he 
maintained that when a medical man was 
called to appear as a witness to give his opin- 
ion as an expert, he should be paid a suitable 
fee for the same. The paltry sum paid to 
witnesses generally was undignified, and the 
whole medical fraternity ought to set its face 
against testifying for such a sum. 

Dr. C. N. Hewett presented an interesting 
report from the Committee on Surgery. 

Dr. A. J. Stone, for the Committee on Med- 
ical Education, presented a highly important 
report, in which the following recommenda- 
tions were embodied: 

First. The appointment by each State So- 
ciety of a Board of Examiners, who are to 
examine such person who desires to study 
medicine; and that the standard of qualifica- 
tion shall be as high as that of any literary 
institution. 

Second. That no person shall be received 
as a student in any medical college or by any 
physician, till he can furnish a satisfactory 
certificate from some literary or scientific in- 
stitution of known good standing. 

_ Third. That each college adopt a progress- 
ive course of study, of four years duration, to 
be divided into four yearly courses, each year 
to be divided into two terms of not less than 








sixteen weeks each, with an examination at 
the close of each year. 

Fourth, makes provisions for entering an 
advanced class. The whole senior must be 
spent at the college. 

Fifth, points out what studies should be 

ursued. 

Sixth, makes provisions for a faculty of a 
dozen full chairs. 

Seventh, provides for an adjunct faculty 
to teach enumerated studies. . 

Eighth, declares that the medical depart- 
ment should be located in the largest medical 
center of the State, without reference to the 
other university buildings. 

Ninth, provides for the granting of the de- 
grees of M.B. and M.D. 

The report declares that as to fees it is as 
much the duty of the State to furnish a free 


| professional education to the children as it is 


to offer a free classical, scientific, or agricul- 
tural one. If there are to be fees they should 
be fixed at the lowest possible amount. 

The twelfth recommendation is the most 
significant. It is that the State Normal Board 
be empowered to employ some regular physi- 
cian to give instructions, so far as is practica- 
ble, during each session of each Normal 
School, in the rudiments of Anatomy and 
Physiology, and that all Superintendents of 
schools employ some regular physician to per- 
furm the same duty in each of the district 
and graded schools in the State. 

The following reports were also read dur- 
ing the first day’s session: Report of the 
Committee on Climatology and Epidemics, 
read by Dr. Sweeney; A Report upon Uleers, 
by H. H. Kimball, M.D., of Minneapolis; an 
interesting report on Obstetrics and Gyne- 
cology, by W. L. Lincoln, M.D.; and a report 
on Materia Medica, by Dr. W. F. Hutchinson. 

The retiring President, Dr. Franklin Sta- 
les, delivered an eloquent address on “The 
Duties and Obligations of the Medical Pro- 
fession.” 

The election of officers for the ensuing 

ear resulted as follows: President — W. W. 
Ma o, M.D., of Rochester; Vice Presidents 
—W. W. Sweeney, M.D., Red Wing, 5S. C. 
McCormick, M.D., Duluth, W. L. Lincoln, M. 
D., Wabashaw; Treasurer—S. B, Sheardown, 
M.D., Stockton; Secretary — Chas. E. Smith, 
M. D., St. Paul. 

At the evening session the following reso- 
lution was introduced by Dr. Adams: 

Resolved, That the Legislative Assembly of 
the State of Minnesota is hereby respectfully 
requested to pass a law legalizing dissection 
by the medical profession of the State of 

innesota, and that the Secretary of this So- 
ciety be directed to deliver a copy of this 











62 THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 








resolution, with the seal of the said Society, 
and the signatures of the proper officers duly 
affixed thereto, to the Judiciary Committee 
of the Assembly. 

Dr. Stone reported that the Committee on 
Anatomy had arranged with Representative 
Sabin to introduce a bill to legalize dissection. 
The matter would be brought before the Ju- 
diciary Committee at its next meeting, and 
there was little doubt but that satisfactory 
arrangements would be entered into. 

At the opening of the second day’s session 
Dr. Mayo, the newly-elected President, deliv- 
ered a highly interesting and appropriate in- 





augural address. The Annual Essay was 
then read by Dr. Levi P. Dodge, and also an 
interesting report upon Small Pox by Dr. 
Hagan. 

In the evening the members of the Society 
and invited guests assembled at the Mer- 
chant’s Hotel to partake, at the invitation of 
the Ramsey County Medical Society, of a 
sumptuous banquet. 

The highly prosperous and satisfactory con- 
dition of the Soceity is shown by the follow- 
ing statements taken from the address of the 
retiring President, Dr. Staples: 

As members of the Minnesota State Medi- 
eal Society we may congratulate ourselves 
upon the prosperous condition of our Society. 
Although our present organization has had 
an existence of only three years, its member- 
ship now numbers one hundred and forty- 
three, twenty-three new members having been 
added at the last annual meeting, and fifteen 
at the last semi-annual meeting. 

We have to record the death of two mem- 
hers during the year, that of Dr. E. Herman 
Smith, the former efficient Secretary of this 
Society, and Dr. Perry Chamer. Dr. Smith 
died at his family home in Connecticut, on 
the 12th of February last, of phthisis pulmo- 
nalis. He was greatly beloved by his profes- 
sional brethren, and a worthy member of this 
Society. Dr. Chamer, although a worthy 
and esteemed member, was less known to the 
profession of the State, having been elected a 
member of our Society at the meeting in June. 

Owing to the character of the men who 
make up the regular medical profession of 
Minnesota, our State Society has to contend 
less with the obstacles in the way of progress 
than the societies of some of the older States. 

Looking from the standpoint from which I 
have been permitted tc observe this Society 
during the past year, I have beheld only a 
united, harmonious, and active membership 
of intelligent and educated physicians. 

The number of standing committees as cre- 
ated by the constitution are, of course, the 
same as in former years. 





Four new special committees have been 
added to the number of last year, making the 
whole number, at present, nine, whose reports 
you have heard, 


Omana Mepiau Sociery.— At the annual 
meeting of the Omaha Medical Society, held 
on the evening of Feb. 13th, 1872, the follow- 
ing ofticers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President — H. P. Mathewson, M.D.; Vice 
Pres.— R. C. Moore, M.D.; Recording See’y 
— Geo. Tilden, M. D.; Corresponding Sec’y 
— M. T. Anderson, M.D.; Treasurer — H. R. 
Benjamin, M.D. 





Gleanings from Our Exehanges. 


Funeus as A Cause or Wuooprnc-Covueu. 
—The germ theory of disease, which some 
pathologists seek to extend so widely, has 
been applied by Dr. Letzerich to explain the 
extremely infectious disease, whooping-cough. 
He thinks he has discovered a form of fun- 
goid growth which vegetates in the epithelium 
of the air-passages, and by its irritation pro- 
duces the convulsive attacks of coughing. 
The expectorated mucus in patients suffering 
from this disease is said to contain masses of 
brownish-red spores with occasional threads 
of mycelium, which in later stages of the 
disease become very abundant. The spores 
are colored blue by 1odine and sulphuric acid. 
These observations were controlled, first, by 
cultivation of the spores on pieces of bread 
soaked in milk, and further, by introducin 
masses of the fungus growth thus suelo 
into the traches of young rabbits. This was 
effected by tracheotomy; but the animals 
rapidly recovered from the effects of the 
operation, and in a short time became affected 
with a cough of a very violent and noisy char- 
acter—in fact, a genuine whooping-cough. 
The rabbits thus affected were killed, and their 
air-passages and lungs found to contain an 
enormous quantity of the same fungus as that 
met with in the sputa from human whooping- 
cough, and, in fact, the mucus expectorated 
by the rabbits showed precisely the same 
appearanve.—Half- Yearly Abstract. 


CuioraL-Hyprate 1x Tetanus Monaro- 
ruM.—W iderhoffer, of Vienna, showed latel 
to his class a child three months old, which 
was attacked by tetanus monatorum at the 
end of the first week after birth, and was 
treated with chloral-hydrate in doses of one 
and two grains at the time of each onset of 
convulsions. It was in danger for a fortnight. 
During the intermissions of the spasms it was 








fed from the breast by its mother. It is now 
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a fine, healthy-looking child. This is the 
sixth case (out of ten or twelve) that Dr. 
Widerhoffer has had recovered under treat- 
ment by chloral; under all other methods all 
his other cases died. Considering that Vogel 
and other German authorities on children’s 
diseases had until quite recently never seen a 
case of this affection recover, such a success 
may be taken to indicate a real advance in 
therapeutics. Dr. Widerhoffer gives from 
two to four grain doses of chloral by the 
rectum, if the infant cannot take it by the 
mouth.— Lancet. 


PREPARED COLLODION FOR FRACTURES OF 
tHe Riss.—M. Dumas, in the Montpellier 
Medical, summarises in the following manner 
the rules for the application of this prepara- 
tion. The substances required, are:— 

1. Three pieces of thin muslin of the same 
breadth from the sternum to the spine, and of 
a length strefching from the top of the thorax 
io the second rib below the fracture. Lf the 
last rib is fractured, we must make the prepa- 
ration come down two or three finger breadths 
on the abdomen, and dispense with reaching 
the top of the chest. e can, according to 
the case and the subject, augment the num- 
ber of muslin, and, of course, of the layers of 
collodion. 

2. Collodion vicine as fresh as possible. 
Mode of application: Apply alternately a 
coating of collodion and a piece of thin mus- 
lin impregnated with this liquid, and reunite 
the whole by a thick bandage. For that, an 
assistant is indispensable, for the collodion 
dries so rapidly that the one who lays on the 
coatings cannot occupy himself with the pose 
of the muslin. 

The author cites two cases, one of which is 
very curious: the union, retarded by hyper- 
trophy of the heart, had not taken place at 
the twenty-fifth day. The collodionised pre- 
parations assured the formation of callus in a 
month. In the first case the relief was imme- 
diate.— The Doctor. 


A Lesson ror THE Day.—The sympathetic 
influence of the outcries of labor upon preg- 
nant women is well known. In lying-in hos- 
pitals it is not unusual for one noisy patient 
to bring down several others. Even old nurs- 
es, long past the climateric, will hold their 
breath and bear down in sympathy with the 
expulsive pains. Stock breeders have to guard 
against this tendency, for sometimes a whole 
herd will abort after one of their number has 
dropped her calf. 

According to M. Sue (Zssais historiques sur 
P Art des Accouch., vol. i. p. 599), a midwife, 
well advanced in pregnancy, while in attend- 
ance on a lady of Padua, was herself sud- 


1 





denly seized with the painsof labor. The 
housemaid, summoned from the basement,— 
not without many screams, we presume,— 
pluckily laid down her broom and made shift 
to deliver mistress and midwife. Unfortun- 
ately, she placed the infants—both of the 
same sex, as bad luck would have it—in the 
same cradle, where one of them was shortly 
afterwards found dead. As neither of the 
women could make out a clear title to the 
survivor, much wrangling and bad blood re- 
sulted.—J bid. 


Criminat ABortion.—Ely Van De Warker, 
M.D., Syracuse, N. Y. (Jour. Gynecological 
Society of Boston), says that the practitioner 
ought to bear in mind that instrumental abor- 
tion, procured with malicious intent, presents 
almost always features of malignancy. It is 
isolated by these features from other acci- 
dents of the puerperal state. The innocent 
abortion is preluded by nature with organic 
changes which fit the womb for the expul- 
sion of its contents. In the forced abortion 
demands are made upon a healthy organ for 
it-to instantly violate the laws of its physio- 
logical action. This he believes to be the 
key to the difference between the two cases. 
—Med. Record. 


InsEcTION OF ALCOHOL INTO Cysts.—At the 
Paris Surgical Society M. Monod lately re- 
lated some cases in which, after withdrawal 
of a portion of the fluid from cysts, he injected 
alittle alcohol. The first case was that of a 
large cystic goitre. One injection greatly di- 
minished the size, and a second, made a fort- 
night later, completed the cure in a month 
from the first operation. He was more suc- 
cessful still in hydrocele. The process, he says, 
does not destroy the tunica vaginalis, but re- 
stores it to a normal condition. The alcohol 
effects a change that enables absorption no 
longer to be overbalanced by secretion. M. 
Monad thinks this method of treatment ap- 
plicable to ovarian and other cysts.—J did. 


Bromive or Iron.— This remedy is advo- 
cated by Dr. N. H. Norris, of Beloit, Wis. 
(North- Western Med. and Surg. Journal), as 
nearly a specific in involuntary seminal emis- 
sions and spermatorrhea. He has adminis- 
tered it three times daily, an hour before or 
after meals, in doses of from three to five 
grains, rubbed up in a little syrup. 

Prof. Namais (Practitioner) states that 
this remedy corrects defective formation of 
blood, quiets nervous excitation, and produces 
the combined effect of iron and the bromides. 
He regards bromide of iron as being in many 
instances a therapeutic agent of superior value 
in epilepsy even to the bromide of potassium. 
—Medical Record. 
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OvarRtoromy SuccEssFULLY PERFORMED IN 
a Cumip 6 8-12 Years Orp.— Dr. J. Ewing 
Mears, Philadelphia, (Phila. Med. Times), 
records a successful case of ovariotomy in a 
child six years and eight months old, which 
was performed by Dr. W. B. Barker, of Hig- 
ginsport, Ohio, assisted by Drs. J. J. Brad- 
ford and T. S. Bradford, of Augusta, Ky. It 
is believed to be the earliest age at which the 
disease is known to have been developed. 

Dr. Atlee informs Dr. Mears that in his 
experience, embracing two hundred and forty- 
four operations, the youngest age at which 
he has performed the operation is sixteen 
years. 

Preserving Vaccine Virus.— Dr. D. B. 
Hillis (The American Journal of Dental Sei- 
ence; from The Pharmacist) recommends the 
preservation of vaccine virus between layers 
of dental red rubber, and says that for sev- 
eral years past he has used no new matter, 
but has, for the sake of experiment, drawn 
from the stock originally put up as described. 
He has always found it effective without 
paying any regard to temperature. A short 
time ago he successfully vaccinated a patient 
from a crust which had been laying about his 
ottice twenty-seven months.—LAil. Medical 
Times, Dee. 1, i 

FraAcTURES OF THE FEMUR AND LOWER 
Exrremiry.—Dr. Stromeyer (British Medical 
Journal), in his ambulance at Floing, close 
by Sedan, where a good deal of hard fighting 
took place, treated then thirty-four fractures 
of the femur, and in twenty-four there was a 
prospect of cure. Four were doubtful cases, 
and only six died. His table of results in 
fractures of the leg is also very satisfactory. 
out of thirty-one fractures of tibia and fibula, 
or both, caused by gunshot injury, only three 
died, while the result was doubtful in six 
instances.— Medical Record. 


Tue Propuytaxis or Vaccrnation.—The 
protective influence of vaccination is illus- 
trated nowhere more conclusively than by 
the following facts: 

Before the year 1829, according to M. 
Levy, the ratio of deaths from variola and 
varioloid in the French Army per 1000 deaths 
from all causes was 39. After new ihstrue- 
tions by the minister of war requiring general 
revaccination the proportion of deaths fell to 
17.5 per 1000 deaths from all causes.— Bur- 
tholow’s Jewett Prize Essay, 1869, p. 59. 


Excision OF THE KNEE FoR DisKAask.— 
According to John H. Parker, M. D., Sur- 
geon to the Episcopal Hospital, Philadelphia, 
(Phila. Med. Times) seven excisions of the 





knee have been performed within the past 
two years in the city of Philadelphia. They 
were all, like his own two cases, satisfactory 
so far as the local treatment and its effects 
were concerned. He regards this procedure 
as one deserving of further trial at the hands 
of American surgeons, although, heretofore, 
it has found less favor in this country than 
abroad.— Medical Record. 

Wuoopine-coucu aNnp Cop Liver O1.— 
Several cases of whooping-cough that came 
under the professional care of Mr..J. Prest- 
wich, Oldham, have been treated by the ad- 
ministration of cod-liver oil, in drachm or two 
drachm doses. Mr. Prestwich states that, in 
the three specimen cases submitted, improve- 
ment was marked and recovery unretarded, 
although in one of these cases the little patient 
had suffered for nine months prior to the cod- 
liver oil treatment.— 7'he Doctor. 

Traumatic Teranus CurEep with Hy- 
DRATE OF CuLoraL.—J. Suydam Knox, M.D., 
of Somerville, New Jersey (Am. Jour. Med. 
Sciences), relates the case of a boy et. 14, 
with traumatic tetanus, which was cured by 
hydrate of chloral, in 30-grain doses, taken 
every four hours in syr. acacize. The chloral 
promptly controlled the spasms and induced 
sleep. At the end of four days it was admin- 
istered only night and morning. 

Tue Fate or [npian Docrors.—The prae- 
tice of medicine among the Indian nations 
leads to as unpleasant consequences as those 
we recently referred to as having happened to 
a physician in Egypt. Indian Joe, a Piute 
medicine-man, well known among the whites, 
having failed to restore to health two sick 
Indians, was stoned to death by his tribe.— 
Medical Times. 
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Money Receipts To Fes, 15TH, 1872.—H. 


C. Switcher, $10.00; Williams, $3.00; Henry 
Ader, $2.00; D. W. Hollister, $3.00; D. H. 
Patton, $6.00; John Linton, $3.00; E. F. Pur- 
dam, $3.00; D. C. Stillions, #3.00; J. A. 
Booth, $6.00; D. K. A. Steele, $3.00; A. B. 
Williams, $3.00; Thos. W. Howes, $3.00; J. 
U. Johns, $4.00; T. H. Blackman, %6.00; V. 
C. Price, $3.00; E. Ingalls, $3.00; J. Schneck, 
$3.00; J. C. Kilgore, *3.00; J. R. Webster, 
$3.00; J. A. Adrain, *3.00; John B. Moore, 
$3.00; M. O. Heydock, $3.00; A. Hagar, $3.00; 
T. D. Washburn, $3.00; Jas. Cody, $3.00; E. 
P. Homer, $3.00; J. Good, $6.00; 8. L. Mars- 
ton, $3.00; J. N. McLean, $3.00; G. W. P. 
Hodder, $6.00; C. W. Burrell, $3.00; C. B. 
Reed, $3.00. 
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PREPARED BY 


The Divided Medicine Co. 


CINCINNATI, O. 


The Company have the honor of bringing to the notice of the 
Profession this NEW ND EXCEEDINGLY PRACTICAL 
METHOD of dividing into doses Medicinal and es; y 
Narcotic Agencies, and recomméndinug the same likewise to the 
consideration of Managers of Tlospitals, Boards of Health, and 
the Public in general. 


The Divided Medicines are prepared by FREDERICK KRAUS, 
Chemist of the Company, with the most scrupudous accuracy, 
according to the rules of Pharmacy, in conformity with the 
latest improvements and discoveries in Chemistry, and in such 
a manner that the several Squares must of necessity contain just 
the exact quantity of the Preparate in question, as indicated on 
the envelope, and no more. 


The Divided Medicines, being prepared by the fluid process 
and afterwards effused into mathematically square forms, it 
must be obvious, every drop of the solution necessarily contain- 


ing an equal quantity of the medicament, that in the solidified | 
mass every square will consequently contain accurately meas- | 


ured quantities. 


But not only soluble, but also insoluble Medicaments, we are | 


able by this process to reduce in most accurate division into the 
form of Divided Medicines. 


us to produce squares, each containing 1 grain, 4, &, 4, 1-30, 
1-100, and even 1-1000 part of a grain, and if so ordered, even less 


quantities, which accurate division could not be effected by the | 


dry process of preparing medicines. 


Besides the peculiarity of these medicines, that they are not 
liable to spoil by any length 4 time they may be preserved, they 
recommend themselves to Pb 
be administered instanter when ordered; and second, because 


they are perfectly reliable in their efficacy on account of | 


their accurate preparation. . At the same time the Divided Medi- 


cines claim this superiority over otherwise prepared medicines, | 
that they may be administered to the tender babe ax well as to | 


The regular Annual Lecture Term in this Institution will com- 
| mence on the first Monday in October, and continue until the 
| second Tuesday in March following. Clinical Lectures daily 
| throughout the term. 


FACULTY: 


'N. 8. DAVIS, Presipent or Facurry, 
Professor of Principles and Practice of Medicine and of 
Clinical Medicine. 
| 
|W. H. BYFORD, M.D., Treas. or Facunry, / 
EK. O. F. ROLER, M.D., \ 
Professors of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
; EDMUND ANDREWS, M.D., Src’y or Facurry, 
i Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery and of Mil- 
itary and Clinical Surgery. 


} 
| H. A. JOHNSON, M.D., 


| Professor of Diseases of Respiratory and Circulatory Organs. 


'H. P. MERRIMAN, M.D., 
Professor of Organic Chemistry and Toxicology. 
RALPH N. ISHAM, M.D., 


Professor of Surgical Anatomy and Operations of Surgery 


J. H. HOLLISTER, M.D., 
Professor of General Pathology and Pathological Anatomy. 


iJ. 8. JEWELL, M.D., 
This Patented Method of preparing Divided Medicines enables | 


Professor of Peychological Medicine 


THOMAS BEVAN, M.D., 
Professor of Hygiene. 


| R. J. PATTERSON, M.D., 


aysicians: first, because they may | 


Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 


DANIEL T. NELSON, M.D., 


Professor of Physiology and Histology. 


the decrepid old man, in an easy and agreeable manner, it being | WM. E. QUINE, M.D., 


simply necessary to put into a tablespoonful of water and swa 
low down, without experiencing any disagreeable taste. 


Gentlemen of the Profession, perio iu the country, will 
welcome these medicines gratefully, as being easily transporta- 
ble, enabling the Physician to furnish the sick directly at their 
professional calls with good, accurately dosed medicines; and 
that these medicines have the superiority of being cheaper than 
any others, as seen by the schedule of prices. 

Should any gentleman of the Profession wish to get these 
Divided Medicines, according to his own prescriptions, stating 
accurately weight and doses to one of our agents, or send the 
same, as below, he will receive the medicines in any number 
desired (though not below 100 squares), within four days. 


For Samples, Price Lists and Agencies, address 


THE DIVIDED MEDICINE 00., 
BOX 2688, 
Or FREDERICK KRAUS, Chemist and Druggist, 
Walnut Iills, Cincinnati, 0. 


CINCINNATI, Feb, 15, 1871. 
MR. FREDERICK KRAvs: 

Dear Sir; The specimens of your “Divided Medicines,” handed 
to me for analysis, I have carefully examined, and would report 
that I find all the specimens to contain the substance they are 
said to contain, in the quantity specified in each, viz: 

Sulph: Morphii 3 gr. in each sq.|Arsen. Acid 1-20 gr. in each sq. 

“ Chininfii~*% * * iCalomel....% “ * ve 

Copper BP “ “ “ | 
Respectfully yours, 





EK. 8. WAYNE, Analytic Chemist. 


Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 


|N. GRAY BARTLETT, Pu. D., 


Professor of Inorganic Chemistry. 


H. W. BOYD, M.D., 


Professor of Descriptive Anatomy. 


SAMUEL J. JONES, A.M., M.D., 
Professor of Ophthalmology and Otology. 


JULIAN 8. SHERMAN, M.D., 
Lecturer on Orthopedic Surgery and Assistant to Professor 
of Principles and Practice of Surgery. 


THOMAS 8. BOND, M.D., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy. 


FEES: 
For the Winter Term, admitting to all the Lec- 
tures in the College. .................--.--. $50 00 
8” RE Ree PGR ea 20 00 
NR POD nin idcn ccccccavecsebsbsccudioiese 5 00 
Ne I ii, Sactcnacessnpaibesieiions 5 00 
IIE BOND os nnien's ecitusdnccddesacsé $3 00 to 600 


The Summer Reading and Clinical Term commences on the 
first Monday in April, and continues until the first Monday in 
July, and is free to all matriculated students of the College. 
Boarding, $3.50 to $4.50 per week. For further information, 
address 


E. ANDREWS, M.D., Sec’y of the Faculty. 





iv THE MEDIC AL K XAMIN ER. 


PARKE, DAVIS & COS BrISs & TORREY. 
MEDICINAL Importers and Dealers in 


Fluid & Solid Extracts, Surgical /nstruments, 
_—— | _ DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES, &e., 


; . =-€ ) 4 SS, 
SUGAR-COATED PILLS 25 MARKET st. 
Concentrations, Elixirs, Wines and Syrups, | 
CHICACO. 
CHEMICALS, &c., &e. SN 


Are offered to the Profession as preparations upon which they | Agents for the sale of 


mnay rely for Uniform and Standard Strength. 
TIEMANN’S CELEBRATED 
Cee Sets. eonemneer | SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, 


Are prepared without the use of heat, and will certainly recom- | 

mend themselves when impartially tested. Made of standard | A 

strength and by our own superior process, they will always pro- Jodman & Shurtleff’s Atomizing Apparatus, 
duce a specific effect in the dose as given. In thus offering y rgy “9 , r zr “ 
uniform and reliable Fluid Extracts, we ask the interest and in- | BURROUGHS FLUID EXTRACT: ) 


fluence of Physicians in introducing them. 
Bullock & Crenshaw’s Sugar Coated Pills, 


siiak oe es Cakes al = wl Cres, Elastic Stockings, Bandages, &e. 


peutical efficiency in the United States. 





OUR SOLID EXTRACTS 
Are concentrated at a low degree of heat and will equal in ap- 
pearance or value any imported. Be CV ue P ace. 


OUR CONCENTRATIONS 


Are the combined or isolated active principles of the medicinal | 
plants, and are issued in a finely powdered and permanent form. | 
{ 
| 


Private Institution for the Care anp 
OUR LIST OF ELIXIRS, ETC., 
Comprise all the popular formule for those elegant preparations 

known to the profession. 
ee A dose list will be sent gratis on application by Mail. 
Address, 


The above preparations are sold by all Wholesale Drugyi ists | 
throughont the United States. | 


Depot in Chicago, KE. BURNHAM & SON. R. J . Parrerson, M. D. 
“ St. Lonis, A. A. MELLIER. | ? , 
“Cincinnati, J. 8. BURDSAL & CO. 

New York, HALLETT, SEAVER & BURBANK. | BATAVIA, ILLS. 


TREATMENT Of INSANE Fgmates. 





PARKE, DAVIS & CO.,. 


ee VACCINE VIRUS 


Parke, Jennings & Co., 
CAN BE OBTAINED OF 


MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, Dr. 8. A. McWILLIAMS 


DETROIT, MICH. 126 18th Street, Chicago. 


sar séREELLIABLE “on 





